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Geographical Distribution of the Species.

E. qiiinquevittatus. —Sierra Leone; Ashanti (Obiiasi)
;

S. Nigeria (Osliogbo, Dr. T. F. G. Mayer ; Ileslia, Capt.

L. E.H. Humfrey).

E. condei. —Madagascar.

E. inoriiatus. —Sierra Leone ; Ashanti (Obuasi) ; S. Ni-

geria (Ilesha, Capt. Humfrey ; Lagos, Dr. Connal) ; Congo
Free State (Coquilhatvilie and Lusambo).

E. grahanii. —Ashanti (Obuasi).

E. chrysogaster. —Sierra Leone ; Ashanti (Obnasi and
Akrokerri) ; Uganda (Kampala Swamp, Kasala, Mpuniu,
and Buanuka, Dr. A. D. Eraser).

E. leucopous and E. oidipodeois. —Ashanti (Obuasi)

.
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On new Species of Histeridse and Notices of others.

By G. Lewis, F.L.S.

This is the thirty- seventh paper on the Histeridse ; the last

was published in July 1910.

Linne (in 1735), Paykull (1811), Marseul (1853), and
other writers have noticed varieties of many species, but
they abstained from giving them varietal names. It is

different now, and I think that if the present plan of pro-

cedure is continued systematists will year by year be more
and more discredited. Last year four names were added
to those of Hister maculatus, L., bringing the number up to

nineteen. The colour-varieties of H. maculatus are very
numerous, and names founded on them might easily be
brought up to thirty ; but would this be useful for a study
of the species ? The volume of the Catalogue would be
enlarged, but would the enlargement be serviceable, and
should the limit be 30? Saprinus varians, Sch., has but
one name at present, but, as its name implies, it is very
variable ; is it desirable to give it six or eight more names ?

And this question may be asked of a large number of
species. Gnathoncus rotundatus, Kug., has twenty names,
and Saprinus nitidulus, ¥., sixteen.

In a time that we may anticipate but shall not see, 100,000
more Coleoptera will probably be described, and these at a
moderate computation will acquire 150,000 to 180,000 names.
In the Munich Catalogue (1868) 803 species of Cicindelida^
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have 1378 names. la the Berlin Catalogue of last year for

2420 species of Histeridae there are 2940 names.

Mr. F. Muir has been several years (1907-1910) in Eastern

Asia seeking for creatures that check the ravages of the

sugar-cane weevil, Sphenophorus , and he discovered that

PlcBsius javamcs, Er., fed, both in the larval and adult stages,

on species of this genus, and that in Amboina and Ceram
Platylister abruptus, Er., fed mostly on the larvae of a

Sphenophorus which infests the sago-palms. Mr, Muir
consequently imported into the Hawaiian Islands the two
Histerids, liberating at Honolulu about 50 specimens of the

Plcesius and 250 of the Platylister, in the hope that they

may prey on the weevil which is injurious to the sugar-cane

there. The Plcesius has not been seen since its liberation,

but the Platylister has been found twice. Sphenophorus

occurs in Asia as far north as South Japan, and lately a

species of Platylister has been found in Kiushiu and Formosa
and another in South China. Neither of tliese districts

has yet yielded the Plcesius. It is not probable that the

Histerids feed solely on these particular weevils, but the

vegetation which attracts the one affords at the same time

convenient shelter to the other when not actively engaged in

seeking for food.

As regards the Histeridse generally, no adequate collection

of the species has yet been made, and their systematic classi-

fication, as far as a satisfactory lineal arrangement of the

genera can be effected, has not been reached.

List of Species.

Ilololepta insigiiis, Sch.

Trypanseus torpedo, Leiv.

Isevipeunis.

Coptotrophis truuculus.

Trypeticus crassus, Sch.

bifoveolatus, Lew.
Teretrius prtedator.

aestivus, Lew.
mogul.
alfierii, Pic.

Platylister procerus.

Platysoma viatorium.

Omalodes optatus.

Ciirapylorhabdus (Teiootarsus)

poggei, Hca:
Macrolister curvistrius.

latilabris.

robusticollis, Leiv.

Hister paganus, Sch., 1889.

exleffis, Lew., 1903.

Hister accola.

vadatiis, Leiv.

guinensis, Pccyk.

Spiludiscus peuulatus.

militaris, Horn.
Dendropbihis cbampioni, Lew.
Pacbylomalus leo, Mars.
Pavomalus javanus, liedih.

Tribalus cavernicola, Leio.

Pelorurus fese, Lew.
pumicatus.

Microchaetes costatu.^, Mad., 1871.
Epiechintcs tasmani, Lew.,

1899.
Sapriuus dives.

aiqiiipunctatus, Horn,
walkeri, Bickh,

Hypocaccus a^ticus.
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Hololepta insignis, Sch.

Sclimidt only knew the female of this species^ of which
the type is in the Berlin Museum. The male has no carina

on the mentura, the thoracic fossette is on the lateral border
distant from the angle and similarly placed to that o^ stern alls,

Lew., the anterior part of the prosternal keel is greatly

widened out, and nearly the whole of this widened portion
is excavated, the posterior margin alone remaining, and the

tenuous anterior edge has a sinuous outline. The mandibles
are very long and widely depressed in the middle. In the

Hololeptini a very important masculine character lies in the
form of the menton, but a very conspicuous secondary
chai'acter in some species is the presence or absence of a

thoracic fossette or fovea occurring in varying positions in

the anterior upper surface of the thorax. It is not a pei'-

sistent character, as it does not exist in all the species, and
in some it varies much in size according to the more or less

development of the individuals. The function of the foveas

is not apparent.

Trypan<2us torpedo, Lewis, 1885.

This species was discovered by Mr. Thomas Belt in

Nicaragua^ and at the same time specimens of Tesserocerus
belli, Sh., were found, and as both species are of similar
girth, the first is probably predaceous on the second ; both
species are for their kind very large. The smallest sj)ecies

of Trypeticus known is a native of Sumatra and is scarcely
larger than a fine thread_, and it would be very interesting to

discover the wood-borer whose passages are so minute.

Trypanceus Icevipennis, sp. n.

Cylindricus, robustus, niger, nitidus ; fronte plana, rostro apice
acute producto

;
pronoto antice punctate baud tuberculato •

elytris Isevibus
;

prosterno brevi triangulate, margine elevato

;

tibiis anticis G-dentatis.

L. 6| miU.

S . Cylindrical, robust, black and shining ; the forehead
flattened between the eyes, no ocular tubercle, surface some-
what opaque, rostrum a little swollen laterally, with tlie

apex acutely pointed and the tip a little raised ; the thorax
margined laterally and anterior area for about one-fifth

of the length distinctly punctured, but without tubercles,

the remaining surface is finely and sparsely punctulate ; the
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elytra are almost smooth, the few points being microscopic

;

the propygidium and pygidium are rather densely punc-

tured, the latter being very obtusely produced ; the pro-

sternum, keel is very short, triangular, with its margin,

except at the base, elevated, inner surface smooth ; the

mesoisternum and metasternum have a well-marked median
channel and are impunctate ; the anterior tibise have six

strong teeth, the intermediate have seven dentations, the two
at the tarsal end being joined at their bases.

There is no similar species known to compare with this.

Hab. Cachabi to Paramba, N.E. Ecuador [W. F. H.
Rosenberg)

.

Coptotrophis trunculus, sp. n.

Cjlindricus, piceus, nitidus ; S fronte leviter impressa 1-fcuber-

culata, rostro apice obtuso reflexo, $ fronte circulari concava
;

pronoto grosse punctate ; eljtris tenuissime puncticulatis ; pj'-

gidio dense punctato
;

prosterno marginato ; mesostenio utrinque

siilcato ; tibiis anticis 6-dentatis.

L, 21 mill.

Cylindrical, piceous, shining, elytra, legs, and antemicC

obscurely brown ; ^ forehead lightly impressed with a

small median tubercle, ? with a circular concavity, surface

microscopically strigose and sparingly punctured ; the thorax,

anterior angles reddish, ^ slightly impressed anteriorly, ?

more slightly, surface very distinctly punctate, some points

large, others smaller, and there is a narrow median line

almost impunctate ; the elytra are brown and very feebly

punctured ; the pygidium (in both sexes) is convex, densely

and somewhat coarsely punctured; the prosternum is strongly-

margined laterally, but the striae only obscurely meet ante-

riorly ; the mesosternura has a well-marked lateral sulcus;

the metasternum has a median channel which is wide ante-

riorly and linear behind ; the antennae, scape has a few long

flavous hairs ; the anterior tibiae are 6-dentate.

The general facies of this small species closely resembks
that of deyrollei, Mars., and proboscideus, ¥. Marseul says

of deyrollei that the mesosternal stria is ''not interrupted"
;

but the three species given above are exactly alike in this

respect, and have only a lateral sulcus. The sterna are

lightly and vaguely puncticulate. The relatively large size

of the thoracic punctures serves to separate truncidus from

the other two species.

Hab. Guatemala.
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Trypeticus crassus, Scli., 1892.

Tri/peticus bifoveolatus, Lew., 1893.

Schmidt recorded that the male of this species was in my
collection and came from Perak. The specimen referred to

is in the British Museum and belonged to the late Mr. Fry's

collection. 1 think now that the deep fovesein the pygidium

oi bifoveolatus is not a specific character, as I have seen five

examples without them, and my name therefore must fall

into the synonymy.

Teretrius pradator, sp. n.

Cyliudricns, niger, nitidus, sat dense piinctatus
;

prosterno puncfato,

striis parallelis ; mesosterno sparse pmictato
;

propj-gidio pygidio-

que modice dense punctatis
;

pedibus brunneo-ferrugineis ; tibiis

anticis intus ciliatis.

L. 3i mill.

Cylindrical, black and shining, evenly and somewhat
densely punctured above ; the forehead convex ; the thorax,

lateral stria sinuous before the base, continuing, but finer,

behind the head ; the pygidium is convex, surface micro-

scopically strigose and evenly punctured, punctures not very

close ; the prosternum rather closely punctured, punctures

rather large and shallow ; the mesosternum is markedly
marginate, and with the metasternum and first abdominal
segment (all similarly) sparsely and somewhat finely punc-
tured ; the anterior tibiae are 10-11-dentate, with a few
fiavous hairs at the tarsal end on the inner edge, intermediate

7-8-, posterior 4-5-spinose.

This species is much less robust than pilhnanus, Mars.,

but the surface punctuation is closely similar. Some
examples have on the first abdominal segment a lineal

arrangement of punctures which correspond to the striae that

I have noticed in cEstivus.

Hub. Senegal and Central Africa. In the Paris Museum
and my own collection.

Teretrius cestivus, Lew. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. xv. p. 470
(1885).

In the Catalogue of 1905 I placed this name in error as a

synonym of T. punctulatiis , Fahr. The prosternal striae are

not, as I stated, divergent except at the anterior tips, and
there is a marked specific character in a lateral longitudinal

stria on the first abdominal segment.
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Teretrius mogul, sp. ii.

Cyllndricus, robustus, niger, nitidus, undique parum dense punc-

tatus, pedibus piceis
;

pronoto stria marginali infcegra
;

prosterno

basi profunda inciso, striis modice divergentibus ; mesosterno

stria transversa arcuata, tenui impressa ; tibiis anticis 10-12-

denticulatis.

L. ^-^ mill.

Cylindrical, robust, black and shining, antennije and legs

piceous. Wholly punctured above, very similarly to kraatzi,

which Marseul calls " sat fortiter et dense punctatus.'^ The
marginal stria of the thorax is complete behind the head

;

the presternum, the strife gradually diverge from the base to

the apex, sometimes terminating at the suture, sometimes

joining the marginal stria along the anterior rim (in one

example this variation occurs on one side and not on the

other) ; the mesosternum is prominently produced, but the

marginal stria, beginning at the coxae, does not follow its

contour, but is arched and fine, and leaves rather a wide

anterior margin, all the sterna and the first abdominal

segment are finely and sparingly punctulate. The anterior

tibise are 10-12-denticulate, intermediate 7-8-_, posterior

4-5-spinose.

The peculiar mesosternal stria is a remarkable character

which distinguishes it from all the other species I know.

Hah. Lahore, associated with Teretriosoma iyitriisum, Mars.

(E. P. Stebbing).

Teretrius aljierii, Pic. Echange, xxvi. p. 9 (1910).

'' Large et assez court, presque parallele, subconvexe,

brillant, roux a ponctuation sur le dessus du corps assez

forte et ecartee ; tibias anterieurs tres aplatis, creuses et

^dargis, moderement denticules, propygidium et pygidium

non densement ponctues. Voisin de acacia Reitt., plus

trapu et de coloration plus claire ; moins allonge que 2yulex

Fairm."
L. 2 mill.

" Hab. Egypt a Choubra.''

The form given by the author seems to indicate that this

species belongs to tlie genus Teretriosoma, but the essential

characters of this genus and Teretrius lie in the sterna, of

which the author says nothing.
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Platylister procerus, sp. n.

Oblongo-ovatus, subdepressus, niger, nitidus ; fronte concava, stria

utrinque iuterrupta, mandibulis in medio impressis
; pronoto

stria laterali baud iuterrupta ; elj'tris striis 1-3 iutegris, 4-5 et

suturali brevibus lineis punctatis
;

pygidio dense punctate, mar-

gine postice lisvi baud elevato ; mesosterno stria marginali

obscure integra ; tibiis anticis 4-5-dentatis.

L. 8|-9 mill.

Oblong-oval, rather depressed, black and shining ; fore-

head concave, with the stria obsoletely interrupted on either

side ; labrum transverse, with an arched outline, not emar-
ginate ; mandibles rather broad and impressed in the middle ;

the thorax, lateral stria well marked and continued behind
head, scutellar fovea very small ; the elytra, 1-3 dorsal

striae complete, 4-5 and sutural fine, apical, punctiform or

broken, the sutural is sometimes wanting; the propygidium
transversely punctured, punctures irregular and not very
close ; the pygidium is evenly and rather closely punctate,

with the posterior rim smooth but not elevated ; the meso-
sternum is emarginate, and behind the emargination the
stria is fine but traceable as complete ; the anterior tibise

are 4-5-dentate.

The dorsal striae of this species resemble those of cathayi

and niponensis, Lew. It is the largest species of the genus
known except mirahilis, Lew.

Hab. Kouy-Tcheou, province of Central China, east of
Yunnan [Fere Cavelerie, 1908) (? Kwei chau of the ^Times'
Atlas). Two examples in the Paris Museum and one in my
collection.

Platysoma viatorium, sp. n.

Oblongo-ovatum, subdepressum, nigrum, nitidum ; fronte punctu-
lata tenuiter impressa, stria integra ; elytris striis 1-3 integris,

4-6 abbreviatis
;

pygidio basi grosse punctato, margine postice

late Isevi ; mesosterno parum late emarginato; tibiis anticis 4-

denticulatis.

L. 3i mill.

Oblong-oval, rather depressed, black and shining ; the
head finely punctulate, with more conspicuous punctures
along the base, frontal stria complete, forehead and clypeus
impressed ; the thorax finely punctulate laterally, the lateral

stria continues anteriorly to behind the eye, where it is

slightly disconnected from a straight crenulate stria behind
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the head, {vnd which is not so close to the margin ; the

elytra, dorsal strise 1-3 complete, 4 shortened Ijefore the

base, 5 somewhat shorter, sutural almost dimidiate; the

propygidium has irregular, shallow, subocellate punctures,

chiefly on its sides ; the pygidium has large and deep punc-

tures, closely set at the base and apically is margined with a

rather wide and smooth, not elevated rim; the anterior

tibise are 4-denticulate.

The species in size is similar to P. vicinale, Lew., but the

sculpture of the pygidium distinguishes it from the other

known West-African species.

Hab. Angola.

Omalodes optatus, sp. n.

Ovatus, convexiusculus, niger, nitidus ; fronte minute punctulata,

in medio modice sulcata
;

pronoto lateribus dense puuctulato,

stria marginali ad angulos valida ; elytris striis 1 integra, 2 basi

abbreviata, apice punctis formata
;

propygidio utrinque grosse

punctato
;

pygidio transverse punctato, basi et apice Ifevi
;

pro-

sterno baud striate ; mesosterno utrinque marginato ; tibiia

anticis 4-dentatis.

L. 10-11 mill.

The above is similar in outline to 0. felix, Lew. ; it is not

so oblong as O. mesiino, Lew., but its size agrees with that

Peruvian species. The fine punctuation of the head distin-

guishes it from felix ; the scutellar puncture is very distinct

;

the first dorsal stria is very fine on the apical half and has a

few fine punctures, the second is more marked posteriorly

but much shortened at the base, and close to the apical edge

it consists of three or four points only ; the propygidium is

almost impunctate on the middle of its disc and the smooth

area widens out both before and behind; the pygidium,

punctures extend across the disc, leaving the apex and the

basal area smooth ; the anterior tibiae are 4-deutate.

Hab. Alto Parana, Argentina (Bertoni).

Campylorhabdus (Teinotarsus) poggei, Har., 1879.

Harold^s diagnosis of this species is :

—

*'Ater, subnitidus, thorace dense punctulato, ad latera striolato,

elytris fortius et dense subrugoso punctatis, stria humerali et

dorsalibus septem extus carinatis, interioribus antice abbreviatis,

stria suturali antice abbreviata
;

prosterno antice lobato-producto,

lobo medio emarginato, mesosterno raargiue antieo subrotundato

integro, non emarginato."

L. 11-5 mill.
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The oblique interstitial elytral stria is obliterated in

poggei by the rugose sculpture, but it is traceable in singu-

laris, Sell., and shows that the inner humeral stria is complete
and similar to the stria o£ those species I have assigned to the

genus Exorhabdus. The outline of the mesosternura is formed
the same in both genera, and they should be placed close

together in the Catalogue. The outer humeral stria in

poggei extends from the base, where it is carinate, to beyond
the middle; in singularis it is wholly carinate but short,

ceasing where in poggei it is no longer carinate.

Macrolister curvistrius, sp. n.

Ovatus, convexus, niger, nitidus ; labro excavato, emarginato, stria

frontali Integra tenuiter impressa; pronoto stria interna hand
interrupta; elytris striis 1-3 integris, 4 basi abbreviata apico

couspicue sinuata, 5 et suturali obaoletis
;

propygidio punctu-

lato, margine postice in medio loevi
;

pygidio dense punctato

;

prosterno baud striate ; mesosterno stria marginali interrupta

;

tibiis anticis 3-dentatis.

L. 12-13 mill.

This species is very similar to laiipes, Palis. Beau v., but
the labrum is rather less wide, the inner thoracic stria is

complete, not interrupted behind the head, and the outer

stria quite reaches the base, the elytral fourth stria is not
punctiform, but shortened by about one-third at the base, and
posteriorly it is markedly sinuous, the propygidium is much
more clearly punctured, with a median smooth space on the

posterior border ; the sterna are similar to those of latipes.

The thoracic stria being complete is of importance, as the

other known species placed in the first section of the genus
(in which the mesosternal stria is interrupted) have this stria

interrupted. In one specimen I have seen the labrum is

impressed, not excavated, and in others the short apical

dorsal striae are punctiform.

Hab. Belgian Congo. Examples in the Musee du Congo
Beige and my own cabinet.

Macrolister latilabris, sp. n.

Ovatus, convexiusculus, niger, nitidus ; fronte stria Integra, labro

lato modice inciso
;

pronoto fulvo ciliato, striis lateralibua pone
oculos interruptis ; elytris striis 1-3 integris, 4 abbreviata, 5 brevi

punctiform!
;

pygidio vix dense punctulato ; mesosterno stria

marginali late interrupta; tibiis anticis 3-dentatis,

L. 14 mill.

Ann. & Mag. N. Hist. Ser. 8. Vol. viii. 6
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This species has little to separate it from Ulster major, L.j

except its size, greater breadth, and less convexity, and the

labrum (a very important character) is narrower and one-

third wider. I have a specimen which is apparently the

same species as the above ; it is labelled " medius Sturm
Ind. or.^^ This is a catalogue name which appears in the

Munich Catalogue under Hister bengalensis, Wiedem. My
specimen probably belouged to Sturm, aud if so, the locality

given by him is almost certainly an error.

Hab. Senegal. Four examples.

Macrolister rohusticolUs , Lew.

I liave one example of this species from Johannesburg
which measures 12 mra., but most of ray specimens approxi-

mately measure 9 mm., the size of the type example.

Hister exltgis. Lew., 1903.

=paganus, Sch. 1889, u. syn.

Formerly I considered that Schmidt's description did not

apply to my species, because he stated that in paganus tlie

inner subhumeral stria was complete, but the stria terminates

in the middle, the oblique basal stria is very distinct but it

does not join it. In the species I have assigned to the

genus Exorhabdus the inner subhumeral stria is complete

and similar to the first dorsal stria, and the oblique stria is

faint, but it is traceable in the interstice between the

first dorsal and the subhumeral striie ; it is not wholly

obliterated. Schmidt made a similar statement regarding

Hister aschanti, the subhumeral just passes beyond the

middle only, the stria at the base is the oblique stria and is

extremely line, and although it joins the subhumeral it is

very distmct.

Hister accola, sp. n.

Brcviter ovatus, parum convexus, niger, nitidus ; fronte stria

antice recta
;

pronoto stria interna Integra, externa ultra medium
abbreviata ; elytris striis subhumerali interna ante medmm
abbreviata, dorsalibus profundis, crenulatis, 1-4- integris, 5 apicali,

fcuturali basi abbreviata
;

propygidio pygidioque vix douse

punctatis ; mesosterno fero recto, margiuato
;

pedibua piceis
;

tibiia anticia 3-deiitatis.

This species belongs to the series of African species which
have a short outer thoracic stria aud a bowed sutural stria
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more or less complete. As sucli it is similar to H. tor?'idus,

Mars., but it differs by the dorsal strise being deeper and
crenulate_, by the pygidia being evenly and almost densely
punctured (the pygidium having a grade of punctures
slightly smaller), and by the mesosternal edge being almost
straight and only very feebly sinuous.

Hab. Belgian Congo. In the Museum of the Belgian.

Congo and in my own collection.

Hister vadatus, Lewis, 1908.

Ovalia, convexus, niger, nitidus ; fronte stria antice recta
;

pronoto

bistriato ; elytris striis l-4integris, 5 obsoleta, suturali utrinquo

abbreviata
;

propygidio pygidioque punctatis ; mesosterno stria

marginali in medio interrupta ; tibiis anticia S-dentatis, apicali

dente immani.
L. 7 mill.

Oval, convex, black and shining; the head, frontal stria

complete, straight anteriorly and rounded off on either side

;

the thorax, marginal stria very fine, two lateral well-marked
and parallel to each other, the outer stria terminates behind
the eye, inner continued behind the head ; the elytra,

humeral stria wanting, dorsal 1-4 complete, 5 indicated by
a few apical points, sutural abbreviated at both ends, the

ends turn away from the suture ; the pj^gidia are clearly not
closely punctured with microscopical points in the inter-

spaces; the prosternum, lobe marginate and impunctate

;

the mesosternum is feebly sinuous anteriorly and the

marginal stria is interrupted in the middle ; the anterior

tibiae 3-dentate, apical tooth very large.

The above is similar to H. obesus, Fahr., and others by the

thorax being bistriate laterally and the terminal tooth of the

anterior tibia being very large.

Hab. Meru : at the river Ngare na nyuki, 23nd Nov.,

1905.

Hister guinensis, Payk. Mon. 1811.

In reference to my note, Ann. & Mag. N. Hist. vi. p. 54

(1910), Prof. Sjostedt informs me that there is no specimen

to represent Paykull^s species in the Stockholm Museum ; the

name is there, but no pin-hole near it. I think therefore my
sternal characters may be taken as belonging to guinensis.

This year is the centenary of the publication of Paykuli's

Monograph, the first on the family and treating of 93
species.

6*
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Spilodiscus penulatus, sp. n.

Ovalis, convesus, niger, nitidus ; fronte fftria Integra antice sinuata

;

pronoto striis 2 lateralibus integris hand parallelis; elytris

maciilis flavo-rubris, arcuatis, striis 1-3 integris, 4-5 apicalibus,

Buturali basi abbreviata ; mesosterno valde emarginato, stria

marginali integra.

L. 3| mill.

Oval, convex, black and sliining, frontal stria well marked
and sinuous anteriorly ; the thorax with two lateral striae,

strong and widest apart behind the anterior angle, inner

stria continued behind the head and is sinuous behind the

eyes, marginal stria fine and not continued behind the neck ;

the elytra, humeral striae wanting, except the short oblique

stria, dorsal 1-3 complete^ 4-5 short and apical, 4 with basal

appendage, sutural shortened about one-fourth from the base,

the red marking is arcuate in outline and very similar to

that figured for patagiatus, Lew. Biol. Centr.-Am., Col. vol. ii.

pt. 1, tab. V. fig. 13, except that the interstice between the

first and second strise is only red for a short space before the

base ; the pygidia are evenly but not quite densely punc-

tured ; the mesosternum is deeply emarginate and the striae

well-marked and complete ; the anterior tibiae are dilated.

Hab. Nogales, St. Crus Co., Arizona (F. JV. Nnnen-

mascher) .

Spilodiscus militaris, Horn, 1870,

I have five specimens of this species ; one of them is

entirely black.

Dendrophilus championi, Lewis, 1886.

Bickhardt considers the above to be a variety oi punctatus,

j^erljst —that is, that it is not specifically distinct. I think

that the form of the dorsal striae and the structure of the

sternal plates are sufficient to class it as a species dis-

tinctively different. There is no question of the existence

of the differences, but Bickhardt doubts their specific

validity. I have only three examples, but I have seen

others and there are two specimens in the British Museum.
Bickhardt has similar ideas regarding genera; in his

Catalogue he sinks 47 genera, calling them subgenera. I

think the name of a genus unused should be placed in the

synonymy. The late Mr. A. Matthews (Ann. & Mag. N.

Hist. p. 443, June 1893) says :
" genera are at the best mere
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arbitrary divisions, depending on the peculiar ideas of indi-

vidual authors," So here, again, Ilerr Bickhardt and I may
each retain our own.

In the Berlin Catalogue XenonycJms, Woll., is set aside

for Styphrus, which, I think, has no status at all ; hut Mero-
histei', Reitter, is admitted as a " subgenus/' although the

name of Padolinus has a similar relation to it that Styphrus

has to Xenonychus.

Bickhardt also considers Saprinus immundus, Gyl.—
eeneus, F. ; Reitter in the ' Fauna Germanica/ 1910, correctly

separates them.

Pachylomalus leo, Mars.

The type of this species is in the Genoa Museum and is

apparently a male, because Marseul tells us that the first

segment of the abdomen is elevated in the middle of the

posterior border, and this is a masculine character. Had he
been, describing the male of tuberosus, Lew., he could not
have overlooked the conspicuous tubercles on the pro-

pygidium ; he simply says that it is smooth and a little

convex. P. tuberosus in the Berlin Catalogue stands as a
synonym of victor, Mars., a species which is smaller and has
no marginal stria on the mesosternum. The three species

named come from Java, Sumatra, and Borneo respectively.

I have also a species very similar in size to tuberosus from
Sumatra, in wiiich the prosternal striae distinctly meet at

both ends and there are no lateral striae on the mesosternum
;

the specimen is a female.

Paromalus javanus, Redtenbacher, Reis. Novar.,

Zool. p. 33 (1867)

" Oblongo-ovatus, subconvexus, subtilissime vage punctulatus, niger,

nitidus ; antennia ferrugineis ; thorace stria marginali antics

Integra ; elytris striis nullis
;

prosterno bistriato ; mesosterno stria

bisinuata.

" Long. 2'", latit. 4i"'."

The species is said to be larger and shorter than P. com-
planatus, Panz,, and I think that it is a Paromalus.
Dr. Redtenbacher's measurements are incorrect, and my
reading of the diagnosis is that the mesosternal stria is

complete (being described as bisinuous), and the species

cannot therefore be referred to Paromalus schultheissi, Sch,,

a very common Javan species, and which has the mesosternal
stria widely interrupted.
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Tribalus cavernicola, Lewis, 1D08.

Ovalis, Bupra subdepressus, Rubseneue, nitidua ; fronte concava,

supra oculos elevata, fere Isevia
;

pronoto basi transversim im-

presso ; elytris striis obsoletis
;

prosterno striis utrinque diver-

geutibus ; antennis pedibusque obscure brunneis,

L. 3 mill.

Oval, somewhat depressed above, brassy, shining; the

head, concave anteriorly "with lateral margins elevated,

surface almost impunctate ; the thorax is evenly, finely, and
rather closely punctulate, marginal stria complete, along

the middle of the basal edge there is a narrow transverse

rngose impression ; the elytra, doi^sal strise short, oblique, and

ill-defined, disc and the pygidia are almost smooth ; the

prosternum, lobe marginate, clearly punctured and micro-

scopically strigose, strice divergent before and behind, keel

lightly sculptured ; the mesosternum, marginal stria very

fine and interrupted in the middle, evenly, sparingly, and
very minutely punctulate, transverse stria well-marked with

sixteen crenellations ; the antennse pale brown, legs

obscurely brownish.

Similar in form and colour to T. capensis, Payk., but the

surface sculpture of Paykull's species is densely punctulate.

Hab. Usambara; Tanga, in the Mkulumusi caves.

Peloi'urus fe(S, Lewis, 1906.

Breviter ovalis, nigro-cupreus, nitidus; elytris viridi-cseruleis ; fronte

obscure punctulata, antice impressa
;

pronoto lateribus piinctato
;

elytris striis profundis, 1-3 geminatis integris, 4 suturalique

integris simplicibus
;

prosterno striis lateribus interruptis et inter

cosas minute foveolato ; tibiis anticis denticulatis.

L. ^-^ mill.

Shortly oval, almost black beneath, thorax coppery, elytra

greenish blue ; the head impressed behind the clypeus,

surface finely punctulate with a lateral stria; the thorax,

marginal stria complete, punctured laterally, basal edge

punctured, especially opposite the second, third, and fourth

strise; the elytra, strise deep and strong and somewhat
punctate, 1-3 complete and double, 4 complete but single,

also the sutural, in one example of three there is a short

apical oblique fifth stria ; the propygidium is finely and on
the disc and base very sparingly punctured ; the pygidium
is compressed, except at the base, which is impunctate and
like that of P. cregoei, Lew., is on the same plane as the

propygidium ; the prosternum, the strise are broken at the
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coxre, near which, on either side, is a small hut distinct

puncture or fovea ; the mesosternum is marginate and bi-

sinnous.

Hesemhles P. formosus, Sch., and cregoei. Lew., but it

differs by the fine punctuation of the head, deeper dorsal

striae (which have no specially wide interstice), and by
tlie interrupted prosternal striae and fovea. P. formosus and
cregoei have the head more distinctly punctured and the
sternal striae are similar in both species.

Hab. Bolama, Portuguese Guinea.

Pelontrus pnmicafus, sp, n.

Ereviter ovalis, supra depressus, nigro-cupreus ; elytris obscure

viridi-ca3riileis ; fronte tenuiter impressa, leviter punctulata

;

proiioto lateribus sat fortiter punctato ; elytris striis 1-2 gemi-
natis integris, 3-4 posticis geminatis, 5 apicali, suturali Integra

haud geminata ; tibiis anticis denticulatis.

L. 51 mill.

Shortly oval, somewhat depressed above, thorax coppery,
elytra somewhat obscurely greenish blue ; the head liij^htly

impressed behind the clypeus, surface very lightly and finely

punctulate; the thorax somewhat coarsely punctured laterally,

with a line of irregular points at the base before the scutel-

lum ; the elytra, inner subhumeral stria is broken or

punctiform, and shortened at the base, 1-2 dorsal complete
and geminate, 3 geminate only in the posterior half, 4 double,

but apical only, 5 is single, short, and apical, with basal

puncture as an appendage, sutural single, very slightly

shortened at the base and approaches the suture posteriorly
;

the propygidium is clearly, evenl}^, and rather densely

punctate ; the pygidium has a few irregular fine points
;

the presternum, the striae are fine and not very clearly

impressed and the maz'ginal stria of the mesosternum is

similar ; anterior tibiae denticulate.

The very fine punctulation on the head, the thoracic line

of punctures before the scutellum, and the form of the

elytral striae distinguish this species from its congeners.

Hab. Harrar, Abyssinia.

Microchcetes costatus, Macleay, 1871.

Lea states that the above, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond. p. 145,

1907, is identical with Epiechinus tasmani, Lew., 1899.

Macleay confused the Histeridae with theByrrhidae, describing

one as a Limnichus and the above as a Microchates.

Macleay's specific name has precedence to mine.
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Saprinus dives, sp. n.

Ovatus, convexiusculus, seneus, nitidus, elytris violaceis ; fronte

dense punctata, stria antice interrupta
;

pronoto antice utrinque

impresso ; elytris striis 4 et suturali connexis
;

prosterno striis

antice divergentibus arcuatim junctis ; mesosterno grosse punc-

tato ; metasterno in medio late impresso ; tibiis anticis 7-8-

denticulatis.

L. 5-6 mill.

Oval, somewhat oblong, thorax brassy, elytra violet or

purple, pygidia bluish ; the head densely punctured, stria

widely interrupted anteriorly, with a small but distinct fovea

on the vertex ; the thorax narrowly punctured along its base

and widely along the sides and behind the head, behind the

eyes there is a well-marked impression ; the elytra, striae

inner subhumeral dimidiate, being shortened at either end,

1 dorsal reaches the middle, 2, 3, 4 are a little longer, the

last joining the sutural which is complete, the interstice

between the first and second striae is strigose and there are

strigosities on the outside of the first, the dorsal punctuation

is very clear and somewhat coarse, and from the apex extends

over about two-thirds of the elytra ; the pygidia are densely

punctured ; the prosternum, keel with a few scattered

punctures and a marginal stria, which turns outwards close

to the base, but does not quite reach the edge, anteriorly

the striae widen out and markedly join behind the anterior

edge, enclosing a lobe-shaped area, near the middle of this

space the striae join a strong curved lateral carina; the

mesosternum is wholly and coarsely punctate and the

marginal stria is fine and very minutely irregular; the

nietasternum is widely impressed in its median area, and
the punctures are smaller and arranged chiefly along the

base and at the anterior angles. Whether the metasternum
is impressed in both sexes I cannot say. The prosternal striae

and lateral carinae are framed on the same plan as those of

S. dussauUi, Mars. The colours of this species are very

attractive.

Hab. Pingshiang, South China [Dr. Kreyenberg). One
specimen in the Deutsches Ent. National Museumof Berlin,

and one in my own collection.

Saprinus aquipunctatus, Horn, 1870.

Horn describes this species (Synopsis, p, 133, 1873) as

having the upper portion of the pygidium " vertical and the

apical part horizontal "; but it is the basal or upper portion
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which is horizontal and the posterior part has an oblique

outline when viewed sideways. In the Trans. Am. Ent. Soc.

p. 140 (1870) Horn states that the pygidiumof aquipunctatus is

" very convex.'^ Perhaps the sexes differ ; I have only seen

the male. The form of the pygidium somewhat resembles

that of Teretriosoma chahjbamm, Horn, a species not rare in

Texas. Near the posterior edge in the Saprimis are two
somewhat wide, shallow, transverse depressions in the male.

Saprinus walkeri, Bickhardt, Ent. Bl. p. 186 (1910).

No species has been described under this name, but the

name refers to a specimen that Walker had in 1871 (see Ann.
& Mag. Nat. Hist. xv. p. 468, 1885), but which has long since

perished. I am indebted to Mr. G. J. Arrow for the following

memorandum from the archives of the Natural History

Museum regarding the destruction of Mr. J. K. Lord's
collection, and I think that it is well to publish it :

—

" Dr. Keatinge, Director of the School of Medicine, Cairo,

wrote to me [G. J. Arrow] : —Dr. Innes (ex-Director) in-

forms me that when he was first appointed to this School,

more than 20 years ago, he found that, owing to neglect,

nothing remained of Lord^s collection except the labels, the

insects having all been eaten.''

The Becorder of the ' Zoological Record' of 1871 says that
^' Walker gives a catalogue of 173 species taken by Mr. Lord,
followed by brief and insufficient English diagnoses of 2
new genera and 50 new species." The specimens now are

non-existent. The name of -S^. ivalkeri in the Berlin Catalogue
of 1910 therefore shows that a name in a catalogue does not

necessarily represent any known species.

Hypocaccus asticus, sp. n.

Ovalis, convexus, aeneus vel rufo-piceus, nitidus, antennis pedibus-

que rufis ; fronte strigosa
;

pronoto dense punctato, disco postice

laevi ; elytris dimidia parte postica tenuiter punctulatis, stria

suturali Integra, antice areuatim juncta, dorsalibus 2-4 dimidiatis,

1 subiategra postice sinuata
;

pygidio tenuissime punctulato
;

prosterno basi lato, striis postice abbreviatis ; mesosterno lasvi,

stria transversa nulla ; tibiis anticis 4-dentatis.

L. 2 mill.

This species is very similar to rufipes, Payk., but the out-

line of the body is broader and more convex, the elytral

punctuation is finer and less dense, also the points on the

pygidia ; the presternum is wide at the base, one-third

wider than that of rufipes , the strise are shortened at the


